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Background
The FRDC has recognised that trade in aquatic plants is a rapidly emerging industry and is in
the process of developing an Australian Standard for Aquatic Plant Names which will define
the standard names for aquatic plant names including algae, microalgae, samphire, etc to be
used in Australia; and specify when standard names are to be used.
Plants from marine and freshwater environments are covered by this standard, irrespective
of the Country of Origin.

Alan Snow
FNC Project Manager

Locked Bag 222
DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600

DIRECT
MOBILE

61 7 3390 6220
0418 199 516

EMAIL
WEB

fnc@frdc.com.au
www.fishnames.com.au

FRDC IS ACCREDITED TO DEVELOP AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS FOR THE FISHING AND ACQUACULTURE INDUSTRY

The aim of this standard is to develop agreed marketing names for species of aquatic plants
so that consumers can have confidence in what they are buying. This is a growth industry
and the time is right to develop this standard.
The scope of the standard is intentionally broad, but the species to be considered initially
for inclusion in the Australian Standard for aquatic plant names will be limited to edible
marine algae, microalgae, and samphire from marine and freshwater environments.
The final standard will be modelled on the successful Australian Fish Names Standard and
will include
CAAB Code

Standard Plant Name

Scientific Name

Authority

The final list will be limited to aquatic plants in the true sense. A clear definition as to what
constitutes an aquatic plant is to be developed.
A background to the project is available on the Aquatic Plant Names website and in Update
2018/01

Progress to Date
•
•
•
•
•

An Aquatic Plant Names website has been developed on the FRDC Seafood
Standards web pages which will continue to contain more information about the
project including information and the draft list for consultation.
Submissions have been received from a number of sources and a draft list of aquatic
plant names for consultation has been developed.
The list has been colour coded to easily distinguish the algae and the flowering
plants. The list is in XLS format and can be sorted as you please.
The Australasian Society for Phycology and Aquatic Botany have a blog and a
Facebook page and have posted information about the project
A Steering committee has been formed to keep the project on track.

Next Steps and How you can help
1. We need to be sure that as many stakeholders as possible have had access to the
draft list for consultation to make sure that species they are handing are included.
2. It is therefore important that stakeholders are informed of the project and make
comment on the names in the draft list. If you have species that are NOT on the list
or a preferred name that is not listed, provide me with the details and your
preferred names at asnow@frdc.com.au
3. If you are an affected stakeholder, please email the Project Manager with your
details.
4. The final list will be confined to edible aquatic plants including samphires so a
number will probably be removed. Assistance in identifying those species that are
not true aquatic plants or are terrestrial plants would be valuable.
5. A workshop is to be held in Hobart on 6 September 2018 at which the names will be
developed.
6. Following the workshop, the final list for consultation will be distributed as widely as
possible with the candidate names and after a three-month consultation period, the
Australian Standard will be developed.

The Aquatic Plant Name Workshop Hobart 6 September 2018

The workshop is scheduled for 6 September 2018 to be held at the CSIRO Research
Laboratories in Hobart. This workshop will finalise the list and agree on the list of candidate
names to be distributed for consultation.
A number of affected stakeholders have already indicated their interest in attending the
workshop but more specialist and in particular marketing input is required.
The workshop should include people with one or more of the skills in areas such as
taxonomy, botany, marketing, processing, trade, import, export, hospitality , and
regulatory.
If you can attend the workshop on this day and provide input, please contact me as soon as
possible at asnow@frdc.com.au . I do have some funding available for travel available.
Your continuing support in this project would be greatly appreciated and will greatly assist
your industry.
Alan Snow
Project Manager

FRDC Project 2017-212: Initial Development of an Australian Standard for aquatic plant names is
supported by funding from the FRDC on behalf of the Australian Government

